unsuccessfully for years against sexual vice or alcoholism suddenly finds himself free, it is evident that one of two things has happened to him. Either the old temptation has died within him. or a new spiritual energy has entered into him which lifts him above its power.
Again and again I have heard men and women who had undergone this experience express surprise that it had taken place with so little effort of their own and, like the woman whose letter I have cited, they say this change has not taken place through their own effort or volition, but through the instrumentality of a higher power. We may call this suggestion, but I can hardly believe that the mere assurance of a human being can effect moral changes so stupendous and to the unaided victim so impossible. A woman who had been bedridden for years through a form of hysterical paralysis, and who had been apparently restored to health and strength, told me that when she became profoundly still and concentrated her mind on the thought of God's presence within her, she frequently felt such a sudden increment of strength that it frightened her. In this connection it is to be remembered how earnestly Jesus warned men against injurious agitation and passion, Worcester therefore inclines to the belief that in the hypnotic state a new spiritual energy may enter into man which lifts him above the power of some vice against which he has successfully struggled for years.
"To-day," he says, "we recognize the universe to be a great storehouse of invisible energy, contact with which has enormously increased the potentiality of human life. Is it probable that all those energies are mechanical? Does not the whole moral and religious life of man testify to the existence of unseen spiritual powers which are friendly to us?" Why not also unseen spiritual powers which are unfriendly to us ? If we are to return to a belief in the beneficent activity of ministering angels whose aid we may procure through the church clinic, how can we prevent a similar return to a belief in the malicious activity of demons, which the afflicted may seek to ward off by a visit to the witch doctor?
If a general acceptance of this function of the church clinic to act as a direct intermediary with the unseen powers of darkness and light, of evil and good, shoidd result from the propaganda of the Emmanuel Movement, we shall see, not for the first time in the history of the Church, rival clerical groups and individuals disputing with one another for public recognition as preferred dispensers of the divine favor. There are those who contend that the Church fosters superstition, but history shows that the Church itself has eradicated more superstitions from the human mind than it has ever fostered or propagated. In fact, we consider that the Church lias contributed in no small measure to the development of civilization by serving as a bulwark against the rising tides of popular superstition. In this connection we refer the reader to an article by Dr We have just begun to fathom His motives, but there can he no doubt that in His colossal task of the moral regenera tion of the world He counted on a higher power than man's unaided will.
To-day we recognize the universe to be a great store-house of invisible energy, contact with which has enormously increased the potentiality of human life. (To be concluded.)
